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The precollege curriculum is designed to prepare high school students for university-level work. The list of
courses fulfilling the precollege curriculum has been recommended by the Kansas State Department of Education
and approved by the chief executive officer of the board of regents or the chief executive officer's designee.
Requirements for the precollege curriculum are found in K.A.R. 88-29-11 and 88-29a-11.
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Course Description

Dance Technique

05001

05

Dance Technique courses provide students with experience in one or
several dance forms (i.e., modern, jazz, ballet, and tap). Initial classes
are usually introductory in nature, while the more advanced classes
concentrate on improving students’ technique and may offer or require
experience in choreography and dance evaluation.

Dance Repertory

05002

05

Dance Repertory courses provide the opportunity for students with
prior dance experience to develop dance techniques in small groups;
these classes require auditions and emphasize performance.

Expressive Movement

05003

05

Expressive Movement courses help develop students’ ability to move
expressively, without an emphasis on particular dance forms or on
developing specific dance techniques.

Dance Appreciation

05004

05

Dance Appreciation courses expand students’ knowledge of dance as an
art form and help develop students’ ability to evaluate dance
performances. Learning the history of one or several dance forms may
also be included as a course objective.

Choreography

05005

05

Choreography courses teach students how to arrange and direct
dancers’ movements. Course content includes application of the
elements and principles of dance, study of historical and contemporary
dance from a worldwide perspective, and instruction in critique. Course
objectives include developing an appreciation of dance as a
communicative art form and self-expression. Students sometimes gain
performance experience.




Dance—Independent Study

05047

05

Dance—Independent Study courses, often conducted with instructors
or professional dancers/choreographers as mentors, enable students to
explore a particular dance form. Independent Study courses may serve
as an opportunity for students to expand their expertise in a particular
form or style, to explore a topic in greater detail, or to develop more
advanced skills.

Dance—Workplace Experience

05048

05

Dance—Workplace Experience courses provide students with work
experience in a field related to dance. Goals are typically set
cooperatively by the student, teacher, and employer (although students
are not necessarily paid). These courses may include classroom
activities as well, involving further study of the field or discussion
regarding experiences that students encounter in the workplace.

Introduction to the Theater

05051

05

Introduction to the Theater courses provide an overview of the art,
conventions, and history of the theater. Although the courses
sometimes include experiential exercises, they emphasize learning
about the theater rather than performance. Students learn about one
or more of the following topics: basic techniques in acting, major
developments in dramatic literature, major playwrights, the formation
of theater as a cultural tradition, and critical appreciation of the art.

Theatre Arts

05052

05

Theatre arts courses focus on the study and performance of drama
including musical theatre. These courses review a wide range of
scripted materials, such as plays, screen plays, teleplays, readers’
theatre scripts, dramatic criticism, creation of original dramatic works,
and the role of dramatic arts in society. In addition, students will work
collaboratively on performances.




Drama—Comprehensive

05053

05

Drama—Comprehensive courses are intended to help develop
students’ experience and skill in one or more aspects of theatrical
production. Initial courses are usually introductory in nature, providing
an overview of the features of drama such as acting, set design, stage
management, and so on. The more advanced courses concentrate on
improving technique, expanding students’ exposure to different types
of theatrical techniques and traditions, and increasing their chances of
participating in public productions. These courses may also provide a
discussion of career opportunities in the theater.

Exploration in Drama

05054

05

Exploration in Drama courses are designed to enhance students’
understanding of life through the study and performance of dramatic
works. They emphasize developing students’ ability to express
themselves and establish personal criteria for the critical evaluation of
drama activities.

Drama—Acting/Performance

05055

05

Drama—Acting/Performance courses are intended to promote
students’ experience and skill development in one or more aspects of
theatrical production, but they concentrate on acting and performance
skills. Initial courses are usually introductory in nature, while the more
advanced courses focus on improving technique, expanding students’
exposure to different types of theatrical techniques and traditions, and
increasing their chances of participating in public productions.

Drama—Stagecraft

05056

05

Drama—Stagecraft courses are intended to help students develop
experience and skill in one or more aspects of theatrical production, but
concentrate on stagecraft (such as lighting, costuming, set construction,
makeup, stage management, and so on). Initial courses are usually
introductory in nature, while more advanced courses concentrate on
improving technique, expanding students’ exposure to different types
of theatrical techniques and traditions and increasing their chances of
participating in public productions. These courses may also provide a
discussion of career opportunities in the theater.




Directing

05057

05

Directing courses are intended to improve students’ skills in translating
a script into a final production and are usually taken after other drama
courses. Directing courses enable each student to create an artistic
vision and develop a personal aesthetic, by expanding the student’s
exposure to different types of theatrical techniques and traditions and
providing opportunities to direct the performances of others (either in
scenes or in a full production).

Playwriting

05058

05

Playwriting courses are intended to improve students’ skills in creating
a script suitable for live production and are usually taken after other
drama courses. Playwriting courses enable students to develop a
personal voice, style, and aesthetic by expanding their exposure to
various playwrights and different types of theatrical techniques and
traditions. Students are expected to write original scenes, one-act plays,
or full productions.

History and Literature of the Theater

05059

05

History and Literature of the Theater courses explore in depth the
structure, elements, and style of dramatic compositions, and, as an
extension, how the dramatic literature influenced theatrical production
and acting styles throughout history. Some courses may focus more on
the literature component than on the theater (with increased emphasis
on critique and analysis), but most courses connect these subjects,
exploring their interrelationships. Major contributors (playwrights,
directors, and so on) and the architecture of the theater may also be
included as topics of study.

Drama—Independent Study

05097

05

Drama—Independent Study courses, often conducted with instructors
or artists as mentors, enable students to explore a particular theatrical
form. Independent Study courses may serve as an opportunity for
students to expand their expertise in a particular form or style, to
explore a topic in greater detail, or to develop more advanced skills.




Drama—Workplace Experience

05098

05

Drama—Workplace Experience courses provide work experience in a
field related to drama and the theater. Goals are typically set
cooperatively by the student, teacher, and employer (although students
are not necessarily paid). These courses may include classroom
activities as well, involving further study of the field or discussion
regarding experiences that students encounter in the workplace.

General Band

05101

05

General Band courses develop students’ technique for playing brass,
woodwind, and percussion instruments and cover a variety of
nonspecified band literature styles (concert, marching, orchestral, and
modern styles).

Concert Band

05102

05

Courses in Concert Band are designed to promote students’ technique
for playing brass, woodwind, and percussion instruments and cover a
variety of band literature styles, primarily for concert performances.

Marching Band

05103

05

Courses in Marching Band are intended to develop students’ technique
for playing brass, woodwind, and percussion instruments and cover
appropriate band literature styles, primarily for marching
performances.

Orchestra

05104

05

Orchestra courses are designed to develop students’ abilities to play
brass, woodwind, percussion, and string instruments, covering a variety
of string and orchestral literature styles.

Contemporary Band

05105

05

Contemporary Band courses help students develop their techniques for
playing brass, woodwind, percussion, and string instruments, as well as
guitars and keyboards, focusing primarily on contemporary stage band
literature styles, such as traditional jazz, jazz improvisation, and rock.

Instrumental Ensembles

05106

05

Instrumental Ensemble courses are intended to develop students’
technique for playing brass, woodwind, percussion, and/or string
instruments in small ensemble groups. Instrumental Ensemble courses
cover one or more instrumental ensemble or band literature styles.




Piano

05107

05

Piano courses introduce students to the fundamentals of music and
basic keyboard techniques such as scales, chords, and melodic lines.
These courses may also include more advanced keyboard techniques.

Guitar

05108

05

Guitar courses introduce students to the fundamentals of music and
guitar-playing techniques, such as strumming and chords. These courses
may also include more advanced guitar-playing techniques.

Individual Technique—Instrumental Music

05109

05

Individual Technique—Instrumental Music courses provide individuals
with instruction in instrumental techniques. These courses may be
conducted on either an individual or small group basis.

Chorus

05110

05

Chorus courses provide the opportunity to sing a variety of choral
literature styles for men’s and/or women’s voices and are designed to
develop vocal techniques and the ability to sing parts.

Vocal Ensembles

05111

05

Vocal Ensemble courses are intended to develop vocal techniques and
the ability to sing parts in small ensemble or madrigal groups. Course
goals may include the development of solo singing ability and may
emphasize one or several ensembile literature styles.

Individual Technique—Vocal Music

05112

05

Individual Technique—Vocal Music courses provide instruction in and
encourage the development of vocal techniques (including aural
development) other than the ability to sing in groups. These courses
may be conducted on either an individual or small group basis.

Music Theory

05113

05

Music Theory courses provide students with an understanding of the
fundamentals of music and include one or more of the following topics:
composition, arrangement, analysis, aural development, and sight
reading.




AP Music Theory

05114

05

AP Music Theory courses are designed to be the equivalent of a first-
year music theory college course as specified by the College Board. AP
Music Theory develops students’ understanding of musical structure
and compositional procedures. Usually intended for students who
already possess performance-level skills, AP Music Theory courses
extend and build upon students’ knowledge of intervals, scales, chords,
metric/rhythmic patterns, and the ways they interact in a composition.
Musical notation, analysis, composition, and aural skills are important
components of the course.

IB Music

05115

05

IB Music courses prepare students to take the International
Baccalaureate Music exam at either the Subsidiary or Higher level. IB
Music courses develop students’ knowledge and understanding of
music through training in musical skills (listening, performing, and
composing); exposure to music theory; and formulation of an historic
and global awareness of musical forms and styles. Historical,
theoretical, and practical studies are suggested by the IB Curriculum
Board.

Music History/Appreciation

05116

05

Music History/Appreciation courses survey different musical styles and
periods with the intent of increasing students’ enjoyment of musical
styles and/or developing their artistic or technical judgment. Music
History/Appreciation courses may also focus on developing an
understanding of a particular style or period.

Music History

05117

05

Similar in nature to Music History/Appreciation courses, Music History
courses focus specifically on the history of music.

Music Appreciation

05118

05

Similar in nature to Music History/Appreciation courses, Music
Appreciation courses focus specifically on students’ appreciation of
music. They are designed to help students explore the world of music
and to develop an understanding of the importance of music in their
lives.




Composition/Songwriting

05119

05

Composition/Songwriting courses prepare students to express
themselves thorough creating music. These courses may use
conventional or nonconventional notation and may include
harmonization in addition to melody writing. Along with musical
instruments, students may also use computers for creating music.

Music—Independent Study

05147

05

Music—Independent Study courses, often conducted with instructors,
professional musicians, or voice coaches as mentors, enable students to
explore music-related topics. Independent Study courses may serve as
an opportunity for students to expand their expertise in a particular
form or style, to explore a topic in greater detail, or to develop more
advanced skills.

Music—Workplace Experience

05148

05

Music—Workplace Experience courses provide students with work
experience in a field related to music. Goals are typically set
cooperatively by the student, teacher, and employer (although students
are not necessarily paid). These courses may include classroom
activities as well, involving further study of the field or discussion
regarding experiences that students encounter in the workplace.

Art Appreciation

05151

05

Art Appreciation courses introduce students to the many forms of art
and help them form an aesthetic framework through which they can
judge and critique art of various ages and cultures. These courses also
explore the place and significance of art in our society.

Art History

05152

05

Art History courses introduce students to significant works of art,
artists, and artistic movements that have shaped the art world and
have influenced or reflected periods of history. These courses often
emphasize the evolution of art forms, techniques, symbols, and
themes.




AP Art—History of Art

05153

05

Designed to parallel college-level Art History courses, AP Art—History
of Art courses provide the opportunity for students to critically examine
architecture, sculpture, painting, and other art forms within their
historical and cultural contexts. In covering the art of several centuries
(not necessarily in chronological order), students learn to identify
different styles, techniques, and influences and to formulate and
articulate their reactions to various kinds of artwork.

Creative Art—Comprehensive

05154

05

Creative Art—Comprehensive courses provide students with the
knowledge and opportunity to explore an art form and to create
individual works of art. These courses may also provide a discussion and
exploration of career opportunities in the art world. Initial courses
cover the language, materials, and processes of a particular art form
and the design elements and principles supporting a work of art. As
students advance and become more adept, the instruction regarding
the creative process becomes more refined, and students are
encouraged to develop their own artistic styles. Although Creative Art
courses focus on creation, they may also include the study of major
artists, art movements, and styles.

Creative Art—Drawing/Painting

05155

05

Creative Art—Drawing/Painting courses cover the same topics as
Creative Art—Comprehensive courses, but focus on drawing and
painting. In keeping with this attention on two-dimensional work,
students typically work with several media (such as pen-and-ink, pencil,
chalk, watercolor, tempera, oils, acrylics, and so on), but some courses
may focus on only one medium.

Creative Art—Drawing

05156

05

Creative Art—Drawing courses cover the same topics as Creative
Art—Drawing/Painting, but focus on drawing. In keeping with this
attention on two-dimensional work, students typically work with
several media (such as pen-and-ink, pencil, chalk, and so on), but some
courses may focus on only one medium.




Creative Art—Painting

05157

05

Creative Art—Painting courses cover the same topics as Creative
Art—Drawing/Painting, but focus on painting. In keeping with this
attention on two-dimensional work, students typically work with
several media (such as watercolor, tempera, oils, acrylics, and so on),
but some courses may focus on only one medium.

Creative Art—Sculpture

05158

05

Creative Art—Sculpture courses cover the same topics as Creative
Art—Comprehensive courses, but focus on creating three-dimensional
works. Students typically work with several media (such as clay,
ceramics, wood, metals, textiles, and so on), but some courses may
focus on only one medium.

Ceramics/Pottery

05159

05

Ceramics/Pottery courses cover the same topics as Creative
Art—Comprehensive courses, but focus on creating three-dimensional
works out of clay and ceramic material. Particular attention is paid to
the characteristics of the raw materials, their transformation under
heat, and the various methods used to create and finish objects.

Printmaking/Graphics

05160

05

Printmaking/Graphics courses cover the same topics as Creative
Art—Comprehensive courses, but focus on design principles,
printmaking, and graphic design.

Printmaking

05161

05

Printmaking courses introduce students to a variety of printmaking
techniques using processes such as relief printing (monoprint,
collograph block); intaglio (etching and engraving); and perigraphy
(silkscreen films, stencils, block-out). These courses emphasize design
elements and principles and introduce art criticism as applied to fine art
prints. Lessons may also include the historical development of
printmaking in Western and non-Western cultures.

Graphic Design

05162

05

Graphic Design courses emphasize design elements and principles in
the purposeful arrangement of images and text to communicate a
message. They focus on creating art products such as advertisements,
product designs, and identity symbols. Graphic Design courses may
investigate the computer’s influence on and role in creating
contemporary designs and provide a cultural and historical study of
master design works of different periods and styles.




Jewelry

05166

05

Jewelry courses apply art and design principles to the creation of
jewelry. Typically, students explore using various media, such as
ceramic, papier-mache, glass, plastic, copper-enameled, brass, and
silver. Course topics include exposure to jewelry of diverse world
cultures and the history of jewelry design. Some Jewelry courses may
concentrate on metalwork processes such as brazing, soldering, casting,
welding, riveting, and finishing as they relate to the creation of jewelry.

Photography

05167

05

Photography courses expose students to the materials, processes, and
artistic techniques of taking artistic photographs. Students learn about
the operation of a camera, composition, lighting techniques, depth of
field, filters, camera angles, and film development. The course may
cover black-and-white photography, color photography, or both. As
students advance, the instruction regarding the creative process
becomes more refined, and students are encouraged to develop their
own artistic style. These courses may also cover major photographers,
art movements, and styles.

Art Portfolio

05170

05

Art Portfolio courses offer students the opportunity to create a
professional body of work that reflects their personal style and talent.
Students are often encouraged to display their work publicly.

AP Studio Art—General Portfolio

05171

05

Designed for students with a serious interest in art, AP Studio
Art—General Portfolio courses enable students to refine their skills and
create artistic works to be submitted to the College Board for
evaluation. Given the nature of the AP evaluation, the courses typically
emphasize quality of work, attention to and exploration of a particular
visual interest or problem, and breadth of experience in the formal,
technical, and expressive aspects of the student’s art. AP Studio
Art—General Portfolio evaluations require submission of artwork
exemplifying talent in drawing, color organization, design, and
sculpture.




AP Studio Art—Drawing Portfolio

05172

05

Designed for students with a serious interest in art, AP Studio
Art—Drawing Portfolio courses enable students to refine their skill and
create artistic works to be submitted to the College Board for
evaluation. Given the nature of the AP evaluation, the courses typically
emphasize quality of work, attention to and exploration of a particular
visual interest or problem, and breadth of experience in the formal,
technical, and expressive aspects of drawing. In these courses, students
explore representation, abstraction, and experimentation with a variety
of drawing materials.

IB Art/Design

05173

05

IB Art/Design courses prepare students to take the International
Baccalaureate Art/Design exams at either the Subsidiary or Higher level.
IB Art/Design courses help develop students’ aesthetic and creative
faculties, offer training in awareness and criticism of art, and enable
students to create quality works of art of their own. Students perform
both studio and research work; the research component is designed to
investigate particular topics or concepts of interest in further detail.

Visual Arts—Independent Study

05197

05

Visual Art—Independent Study courses, often conducted with
instructors or professional artists as mentors, enable students to
explore a particular art form or topic. Independent Study courses may
serve as an opportunity for students to expand their expertise in a
particular form or style, to explore a topic in greater detail, or to
develop more advanced skills.

Visual Arts—Workplace Experience

05198

05

Visual Arts—Workplace Experience courses provide students with work
experience in a field related to visual arts. Goals are typically set
cooperatively by the student, teacher, and employer (although students
are not necessarily paid). These courses may include classroom
activities as well, involving further study of the field or discussion
regarding experiences that students encounter in the workplace.




Fine and Performing Art—Independent Study

05997

05

Fine and Performing Art—Independent Study courses, often conducted
with instructors or professional artists as mentors, enable students to
explore a particular art form. Independent Study courses may serve as
an opportunity for students to expand their expertise in a particular
form or style, to explore a topic of in greater detail, or to develop more
advanced skill.

Fine and Performing Art—Workplace Experience

05998

05

Fine and Performing Art—Workplace Experience courses provide
students with work experience in a field related to the fine and
performing arts. Goals are typically set cooperatively by the student,
teacher, and employer (although students are not necessarily paid).
These courses may include classroom activities as well, involving further
study of the field or discussion regarding experiences that students
encounter in the workplace.

Web Page Design

10201

10

Web Page Design courses teach students how to design web sites by
introducing them to and refining their knowledge of site planning, page
layout, graphic design, and the use of markup languages—such as
Extensible Hypertext Markup, JavaScript, Dynamic HTML, and
Document Object Model—to develop and maintain a web page. These
courses may also cover security and privacy issues, copyright
infringement, trademarks, and other legal issues relating to the use of
the Internet. Advanced topics may include the use of forms and scripts
for database access, transfer methods, and networking fundamentals.

Computer Graphics

10202

10

Computer Graphics courses provide students with the opportunity to
explore the capability of the computer to produce visual imagery and to
apply graphic techniques to various fields, such as advertising,
TV/video, and architecture. Typical course topics include modeling,
simulation, animation, and image retouching.




Interactive Media

10203

10

Interactive Media courses provide students with the knowledge and
skills to create, design, and produce interactive media products and
services. The courses may emphasize the development of digitally
generated and/or computer-enhanced media. Course topics may
include 3D animation, graphic media, web development, and virtual
reality. Upon completion of these courses, students may be prepared
for industry certification.

Commercial Graphic Design

11154

11

Commercial Graphic Design courses teach students to use artistic
techniques to effectively communicate ideas and information to
business and customer audiences via illustration and other forms of
digital or printed media. Topics covered may include concept design,
layout, paste-up and techniques such as engraving, etching, silkscreen,
lithography, offset, drawing and cartooning, painting, collage and
computer graphics.
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