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System Council of Chief Academic Officers 
Minutes 

 
 

Wednesday, March 12, 2014 
8:45 a.m. 

Kathy Rupp Conference Room 
Kansas Board of Regents 

 
The System Council of Chief Academic Officers met in the Kathy Rupp Conference Room, Kansas Board 
of Regents, Topeka, Kansas, at 8:45 a.m. on Wednesday, March 12, 2014. 
 
Members Present: 
Karla Fisher, Butler Community College  April Mason, Kansas State University 
David Cordle, Emporia State University  Jeffrey Vitter, University of Kansas 
Lynette Olson, Pittsburg State University Randy Pembrook, Washburn University 
Chris Crawford, Fort Hays State University Jon Marshall, Allen County Community College 
Tony Vizzini, Wichita State University  Marilyn Mahan, Manhattan Area Technical College 
 
Board Staff 
Gary Alexander, Karla Wiscombe, Susan Fish, Jacqueline Johnson, Zoe Thompson, Kathy Hund, and 
Cynthia Farrier 
 
 
Others Present: 
Rick Muma, Wichita State University; Sara Rosen, University of Kansas; Ruth Dyer, Kansas State 
University; Justin Honey, Pittsburg State University; Bill Backlin, Cloud County Community College; 
Jim Williams, Emporia State University; Andy Anderson, Johnson County Community College; Alysia 
Johnston, Coffeyville Community College; Mike Ahern, Dodge City Community College; Duane Dunn, 
Seward County Community College; Shala Mills, Fort Hays State University; Susan Bradley, Butler 
County Community College; Mike Calvert, Pratt Community College; and Penny Quinn, Barton County 
Community College 
 
 
Approve Minutes of February 12, 2014 Meeting Minutes 
April Mason moved, and David Cordle seconded the motion, to approve the February 12, 2014 minutes as 
submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Updates 
Transfer and Articulation Council (TAAC) Update 
Karla Wiscombe updated SCOCAO regarding the status of the Transfer and Articulation Council 
(TAAC).  TAAC will meet Thursday, March 13th, and will focus on future transfer courses to be reviewed 
at its fall September 12th meeting.  Subcommittees are working on improving communication between 
TAAC and the institutions’ faculty and advisors and reviewing issues arising from difficulties with 
transfer this year for improving quality assurance.   Breeze Richardson will meet with TAAC regarding 
marketing methods.   
 
The new transfer courses with equivalencies and outcomes have been posted to the Kansas Board of 
Regents website effective summer 2014. 
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Developmental Education Working Group Update 
Susan Fish gave SCOCAO an update of the Developmental Education Working Group.  At the February 
28th Working Group meeting they discussed the criteria for choosing strategies in instruction and 
advising, and how to implement and support the pilots of these strategies. The Reading/Writing Subgroup 
presented its report.  The Working Group also discussed possible recommendations for state 
developmental education policies.  The next meeting will be the end of March. 
 
Prior Learning Assessment – Zoe Thompson 
Zoe Thompson, Kathy Hund and Cynthia Farrier presented an overview of the Prior Learning Assessment 
Kansas Survey. 
 
Zoe Thompson reiterated the Kansas Prior Learning Assessment Project objective is to write a Kansas 
guidebook for policy recommendations and implementation steps to have consistency across institutions.  
At its February meeting, SCOCAO asked for the “Prior Learning Assessment Kansas Survey” and its 
results.  Handouts were provided and are attached to these minutes. 
 
Kathy Hund indicated the purpose of the survey was to obtain basic information about the current use of 
PLA in Kansas.  Board staff adapted a survey from the College Productivity Resource Guide and 
information provided by Jobs for the Future.   
 
Cynthia Farrier provided some clarification regarding the survey results: 

• Most institutions accept some type of PLA 
• The majority of the institutions do not accept PLA as transfer credits 
• Only one school reported it accepts College Level Examination Program (CLEP) according to 

Board policy 
• Institutions are not consistent in recording PLA – some record PLA on transcripts and some do 

not, which creates difficulty in distinguishing PLA credits for transfer students 
• Conclusion – anomalies exist in how the institutions accept and record PLA 

 
A second survey of measures that can be reasonably supported by data was conducted in Kansas in 
February 2014 entitled “Prior Learning Assessment (PLA) Data Survey.  It was sent to institutional 
research officers and registrars.  The above mentioned handouts include the summary of the survey results 
which are attached to these minutes. 
 
The PLA Task Force is considering recommendations: 

• Establishing another task force to look at:  
o Best practices 
o What we are doing across the state 
o Consistency of definitions of PLA across the state and how it is recorded on transcripts 
o Encourage broader transferability 

• Quality Validation Standards 
• Transferability 
• Ensure Kansas is aligning with national standards for best practices 

 
Kathy Hund pointed out to SCOCAO the next two meetings on the Timeline: 

• April 1 – full steering committee will meet to review all of the recommendations 
• April 16 – completed draft to share at SCOCAO 
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Other Business 
 
There was no other business. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:13 a.m. 
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